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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION POLITICIAN SUPPORTS BRAY STATEMENT ON NICARAGUA 

SUMMARY: OPPOSITION LEADER WELCOMES BRAY STATEMENT, OPPOSES 
CUTTING OFF MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND FORESEES INCREASED POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY OF OPPOSITION DIRECTED TOWARD 1981 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

1 . DR. EMILIO ALVAREZ MONTALVAN, FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY, PRESENTLY LEADER OF DISSIDENT CONSERVATIVE 
GROUP AND LONG-TIME ANTI-SOMOZA POLITICIAN, ASKED FOR MEETING 
WITH CHARGE THIS MORNING. ALVAREZ SAID THAT THIS WAS FIRST TIME 
IN TWENTY YEARS HE HAD COME TO EMBASSY BUT THAT HE AND HIS 
FOLLOWERS WERE SO FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BRAY'S APRIL 5 STATEMENT TO LONG SUBCOMMITTEE THAT 
HE WANTED TO COME AND EXPRESS HIS SATISFACTION PERSONALLY. 

HE SAID THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OVER TWENTY YEARS HE SAW A 
BALANCED AND OBJECTIVE REPORT ON NICARAGUA BY A USG 
OFFICIAL. ALVAREZ ALSO SAID THAT OF THE TWO POLICY 
ALTERNATIVES OFFERED BY BRAY TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE HE AND 
HIS GROUP STRONGLY FAVORED THAT OF HOLDING UP ASSISTANCE 
WHILE SEEING WHETHER OR NOT HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IMPROVED 
IN NICARAGUA. HE SAID THAT A CONGRESSIONAL CUT-OFF 
OF ASSISTANCE WOULD ELIMINATE THE ABILITY OF THE U.S. 
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TO INFLUENCE EVENTS HERE. ALVAREZ SAID THAT FOR FORTY YEARS 
THE VARIOUS SOMOZA GOVERNMENTS HAVE ACTED AS THOUGH 
THEY HAD TYE USG IN THEIR POCKETS AND COULD DO ANYTHING 
THEY WANTED WITH IMPUNITY AND STILL RECEIVE SUPPORT. 

THE BRAY STATEMENT, HE SAID, WAS A DECLARATION THAT THE 
USG IS NO LONGER IN SOMOZA'S POCKET, BUT WILL BW PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO THE GON'S BEHAVIOR. 
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2. ALVAREZ ALSO SAID THAT NICARAGUANS MUST SOLVE THE 
PROBLEMS OF NICARAGUA, IF NOT IN THEIR ENTIRETY 

AT LEAST NINETY PERCENT SO. HE SAID THAT THE BRAY STATEMENT 
PROVIDED THE SUPPLEMENTAL TEN PERCENT THAT THE OPPOSITION 
HAS BEEN LOOKING FOR SO LONG. HE SAID THAT HE EXPECTED AN 
AWAKENING AND INCREASED ACTIVITY BY THE VARIOUS GROUPS 
IN OPPOSITION TO SOMOZA. HE SAID THAT ANY SUCH 
INCREASE IN POLITICAL ACTIVITY MUST BE GEARED TOWARD FREE 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN 1981. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE 1978 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ALVAREZ SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S 
MAINTENANCE OF THE STATE OF SIEGE AND ACCOMPANYING 
CENSORSHIP TENDED TO DISCOURAGE INTEREST IN AND EVENTUAL 
PARTICIPATION IN THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. HE SAID THAT 
HOLDING THE STATE OF SIEGE IN EFFECT WOULD PROBABLY LEAD TO 
ABSTENTION FROM THE 1978 ELECTIONS BY THE OPPOSITION AND 
THAT THIS WAS PROBABLY PART OF THE GOVERNMENT S PLAN. 

3. ALVAREZ ADDED THAT PRESIDENT SOMOZA HAD CALLED AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING OF HIS CABINET ON HOLY THURSDAY, 

APRIL 7, TO DISCUSS THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION AND DISCUSSED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF SENDING A BIPARTISAN COMMISSION TO 
WASHINGTON TO MEET WITH U.S. CONGRESSMEN ON THE QUESTION 
OF US NICARAGUAN RELATIONS. CONSERVATIVE PARTY PRESIDENT 
RENE SANDINO TOLD EMBOFF THAT NO SUCH PROPOSAL HAS BEEN 
MADE TO DATE BUT THAT HIS PARTY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
CONSIDERING ONE IF IT SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 

RUBENSTEIN 
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